CLOTHING

Play clothing is encouraged for the activities in the program. All children 
must have clothing appropriate for outside activities, including the colder 
winter days. We suggest you label each clothing item with your child's 
name. Please also bring an extra set of clothes to be kept in their "cubbie" 
at school. Here is a list of items we discourage from your child wearing: 
flip-flops, tight clothing, skirts without shorts underneath, belts that are 
difficult to unbuckle when it comes time to visit the bathroom. 
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MEDICATION

Medications for children must be brought in a pharmacy labeled container 
with the child's name and proper administering instructions on the bottle. 
Parents are required to fill out a medication form for each medication. All 
medications must be given directly to the staff at the program. Over the 
counter medication, sunscreen, lotions, and insect repellents cannot be 
given without a signed permission slip. Parents should administer all 
medications whenever possible before dropping the child off at church. 

ILLNESS:

Children who are sick with a fever of 100 degrees or more, or are sick with 
diarrhea or vomiting will not be allowed to stay at school. The fever must 
be gone for 24 hours before the child can return to the program. Children 
who are sick with contagious infection or virus will not be allowed at 
school. Parents are responsible to have an alternative plan to care for sick 
children. 

TOYS 

Please do not send toys or money with your child to church. We cannot be 
responsible for such personal items at church. The exception to this would 
be on special show and tell days, which will be announced in advance. 
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Early Childhood and Parents Program
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Welcome to the Kingdom Kids Early Childhood Program and Parents Co-op at Sonoita Hills Community Church. We see this program as a cooperative effort between parents, teachers, and the church, with our Heavenly Father as the Master Teacher and Foundation Builder. Our desire is to create a safe, 
loving, and creative learning environment for children in these formative years. 

We will strive to help all the children do extremely well not only in 
developing cognitive skills, but also to grow emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually. We want to partner with the parents/ grandparents/ guardians to 
encourage and prepare your children to excel as individuals and help them 
develop social skills needed in a family and community. We want to help 
them to make a positive impact on the world around them. 

We are not here to teach theology, but to use the Word of God as a guide to 
encourage our students to develop a relationship with God and realize that 
Jesus is a real friend Who loves them, a friend to Whom they can pray. 

We are confident that as you read through this handbook, you will agree that 
Kingdom Kids Early Childhood Program is a home away from home with great friends and happy playmates and loving teachers. Your participation as parents is integral to the success of the program. If you have suggestions on how we can improve our program, we would welcome them. 

Working together to equip each child, one at a time, is a wonderful 
investment for your families, and for our community, and for the Kingdom 
of God in our world. 

Patricia Kahla, Pre-School Director 
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455-5172 or 520-419-2876


Sonoita Hills Community Church


sonoitahills@gmail.com
OUR VISION

Our vision is to model excellence in academics and 
godly character that will help the children to be 
prepared for the next level of education and to be 
good citizens and cooperative sons and daughters. 

OUR PHILOSOPHY 

We believe that every child is a gift from God, created in the image of 
God, a heritage from the Lord, and of infinite value, possessing special 
abilities and great potential. Therefore, we will handle them with great 
care, and diligently seek to help them reach their God-given potential. 

OUR GOALS 

• We want to open the eyes of children at this most tender age to see their 
true identity in God's wonderful creation, and to teach them to love and 
appreciate who they are and why God has created them. 

• We want to help the children explore the academic world of letters, numbers, sounds, shapes, and colors as they prepare for kindergarten.

• We want to encourage the parents to excel in their vital role in raising their children and grasp the benefits and values of Christian education. 

PARENT PARTICIPATION in the Early Childhood Program Co-op 

Since this is a co-operative effort, the parents are asked to participate in 
several ways: 

1. To be a parent on duty in the classroom once very six weeks (see the sign up sheet) 

2. To participate in the "Heart and Soul" devotional each Tue, and Thur 
morning from 8:00 to 8:30. Being prompt for this devotional time shows 
respect for the program and for your peers. 

3. To share in bringing ideas to the table at the Wed discussion sessions 
and other evaluation times. Your suggestions throughout the year will 
help us build a very healthy and stable program. 

4. To participate in 6 parent events over the course of the 10 month school year. 

5. To share in the cost of the program ... presently at $125 per month for the 2-3 year olds who come on Tue and Thur, and $225 per month for the 3-4 year olds who come Mon, Tue, Wed. and Thur..

2. 

OUR DISCIPLINE POLICY 

The Kingdom Kids Early Childhood Program views discipline as the helpful guidance and encouragement of teachers in order to influence and impact the students as they grow and learn. Teachers will direct with action and words, and show by their example the expected behavior. 

Appropriate behavior becomes infectious through praise and encouragement. Inappropriate behavior is discouraged through directing a child by words and actions, as well as by having them feel the consequences of their behavior,    like sitting in the "time out" chair. The "time out chair" provides the child time to re-think his or her actions, be encouraged to apologize, and then receive praise for proper actions. 

This approach encourages children to interact and become involved with 
other children and teachers in a loving manner, in a Christian environment. 

If a child's behavior becomes problematic, then the pre-school director will 
meet with the parents, and involve church administrators, if necessary. 

Our goal is to be positive and encouraging with each child. We pledge the 
following: 

a) to emphasize what the child should do,                                                       not what they should not do 
b) to make discipline an integral process,                                            not just a one time occurrence 

c) to set a good example for the children to follow 

d) to help each child assert themselves uniquely                                                  

but in a respectful and constructive manner 

e) to help each child to think through the issues for themselves, 

f) to bolster the child's self-esteem 

g) to never ridicule or make fun of a child as a method of discipline 

h) to seek to always be consistent in discipline issues,                           
with all children and at all times 

i) to never physically or verbally abuse 
a child 

j) to see "time out" as a positive 
               building step in a child's life. 
k) to never isolate a child; never leave 
                        a child unattended 

7.
\ STUDENT RULES: Students will be expected to .... 

• Respect the teachers and adult supervisors and pay attention to 
directives. 

· Respect each of the other children, and treat them with love and care. 

·  Respect the classroom facility and all the furniture, toys and teaching 
materials. 

• Listen and learn during class and story time, and to wait patiently for 
their turn to talk or share. 

• Use their inside voices (inside), to walk quietly and orderly, and stay in 
line with other children and teacher at the class passing times. 

· Wait patiently at bathroom times and stay with the group 

· Assist the teacher/parent in cleaning up the classroom to keep it neat and 
orderly. 

· Pray with reverence and not interrupt other people who are praying. 

· Use good and kindly words, and remember their manners 

·  Sit on the chairs, and not sit on tables, and refrain from climbing over 
furniture 

When outside ... 

· Wait patiently for a turn on the slide or swings 

· Share playground toys with their classmates 

· Keep shoes on their feet at all times 

· Keep a safe distance from other children on swings 

· Stay within the fenced playground enclosure during play time 

· To play inside the playhouses and not climb on top of them 

[image: image1.jpg]



6. 



PARENT PARTICIPATION (continued) 

1. Why Parents "Heart and Soul" Devotional is Required: 

We suggest that parents are the most important influence on the life 
of their child. Hence the parents' awareness and understanding of some of 
the roots of Christian Education provided in the classroom is important. 

By attending these 30 minute devotionals each Tue and Thur, and 
the discussion on Wed, the parents receive re-enforcement of the basic 
values that the children are learning in the classroom. 

In addition, attending these classes will help the parents be more in 
tune with the philosophy behind the Christian Education in pre-school when 
it is their turn to volunteer in the classroom. 

2. The importance of volunteering in the classroom: 

a. Parents will be more involved in their child's education, more 
integrated in the curriculum, better able to understand their child's questions 
when they come home, and more prayerful for the entire program 

b. The involvement of parents keeps us from having to hire a fourth
teacher, and keeps the tuition reasonable. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

1. If you are the parent on duty, please give the children your undivided
 attention.

a. Refrain from using your cell phone unless it is an emergency 

b. If you bring your baby to class, put your baby in the play pen 
     while you teach the other pre-school children in your 
      charge, unless your baby is able to play well with others. 

c. If you must step out of the room, make sure another adult is available to oversee the classroom. 

d. Always keep the children in your sight. When you move the 
children, make sure the group stays together. 

e. If there is an accident, please record that incident on the accident 
report form. 

2. After 11:30, parents are responsible for their own children, whether in the 
facility or on the playground. 

3. Please respect the use of church premises and furnishings. 

3. 

SNACKS AND MEALS 

Parents are advised to pack a lunch for their child which the children will be allowed to eat at the end of the school day. Healthy snacks will be provided by the program as part of the tuition.

DROP OFF AND PICKUP ROUTINE 

1. In the morning, please drop off your child at the respective classroom 
and move quickly to your parents' devotional time classroom. Lingering at 
the classroom disrupts the beginning of the class activities, and makes it 
harder for your child to settle into the classroom routine. 

2. Please do not take the teacher's time during drop off to discuss lengthy 
child or classroom issues. We would suggest you make an appointment for 
that, or stay later after pickup to share your concerns. You can also plan to 
share your concerns at the next open forum for teachers and parents, which 
we plan for twice a semester. 

3. Pick-up should be from the same 
classroom as where the child was 
dropped off. 

4. It is important that parents drive slowly in the parking lot

LATE POLICY 
Kingdom Kids Pre-school hours are 8:00 to 11:30 AM, Monday through Thursday. Teachers and parents on duty are expected to arrive at least 15 
minutes earlier to prepare for the day. This will also allow them to be on 
task to greet the children as they arrive, with warm, loving attention. This 
preparation will also allow the teachers and duty-parent to focus on the 
day's activities, and be ready for the challenges of the day. 

Being on task and on time is being respectful of everyone else's time. In 
light of that, we would ask parents to be prompt in dropping off and 
picking up their children. If you cannot be on time, a prompt call to the 
pre-school director would be appreciated. If a child is not picked up by 
11 :40, an extra $10 fee will be assessed to the parent. 

4. 

CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION and AGE APPROPRIATE FOCUS 
1) KINGDOM KIDS WIGGLERS = 24 MONTHS TO 40 MONTHS 

At this age, the children are discovering the world through creative 
Bible lessons, exciting science lessons and fun activities in our "We Learn" curriculum. 

They are learning classroom manners, social skills and 
independence as will as shapes sizes, colors, counting, the alphabet, and 
recognizing the letters in their names. They are improving their large and 
small motor skills and building their confidence in the process. 

They are being potty trained and learning how to use the bathroom 
with assistance and supervision. 

They are developing social skills and learning to share. 
They are introduced to colors, shapes numbers and letters. 

They are developing large and small motor skills by using crayons, 
clay, and paint. They are folding and tearing, hopping and climbing, etc. 

2) KINGDOM KIDS GROWERS= 40 MONTHS TO 60 MONTHS 

At this age, the classroom is structured and the students are learning 
to follow the rules, and to work in groups. They are discovering the world 
through creative Bible lessons, exciting science lessons, and other fun 
activities in our "We Learn" curriculum. 

They are showing maturity in classroom manners, social skills, and 
independence. They are learning a greater variety of shapes, sizes, and 
colors, as well as opposites, counting, the alphabet, and letter and number 
recognition. 

They are improving their fine motor skills and gross motor skills in 
the classroom as well as on the playground. 

They are learning to use the bathroom without assistance but with 
supervision. They are working on mastering simple skills like putting on 
their jacket, tying their shoes, and taking responsibility for personal items. 

Disclaimer: All classroom work IS INDIVIDUALIZED to meet each child's 
ability. However they stay in their age group for emotional development. 
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